Arius class Bird of Prey

Much like the relatively unsuccessful D’Vas class Bird of Prey before it, these ships were designed to hunt down and destroy Klingon B’rel and K’vort classes of Bird of Prey.  Their success in this endeavor was far greater than the D’Vas.  As a result, a large number of these warships are stationed along the borders of the Klingon Empire and the Triangle; though they see service anywhere Romulan warships are found.

During the Dominion War, these ships proved their worth many times over against smaller Cardassian warships and Jem’Hadar Attack Fighters.  While their loss rate was higher than any other Romulan warship that participated in the war, their kill rate against enemy small vessels during their involvement outstripped that of either the B’rel or Federation Saber.
These ships are named after a small pterosaur native to the Romulan subject world of Gorwah.  Swift and deadly, they fill much the same ecological niche as Terran falcons and are revered for their grace and compact power.
Cl’vangam class Heavy Starbird

Designed in competition with the T’Varo class of starbird, these heavier starships were seen as being cost prohibitive next to the smaller, faster and more easily produced T’Varo.  However, while their size, complexity and power saw the ship lose to the lighter Starbird, the Star Navy did see a use for these excellent ships.  Cl’vangam serve largely with the Tal’Shiar where they are used to infiltrate agents and saboteurs, destroy lesser targets that the Romulan Intelligence Agency deems a threat and to guard important installations that do not warrant a more powerful vessel or where subtlety is more important than firepower.

A number of these vessels were assigned to the conflict zone during the Dominion War and all performed with distinction.  In fact, due to their Tal’Shiar commanders, these ships were capable of working better in mixed strike fleets than most other Romulan vessels.  It proved a strange sight early in the Romulan involvement in the war when attack wings of Saber, Steamrunner, K’vort, B’rel, Arius, T’Varo and Cl’vangam fought against Jem’Hadar and Cardassian Attack Ships.

D’Generex class Swift Warbird

This smaller class of Warbird was designed as a rapid response and perimeter defense unit.  In designing these ships, the Romulans sacrificed heavy weapons, save the plasma torpedoes, in exchange for raw speed.  To compensate, the D’Generex carries a large number of medium disruptors with wide fields of fire allowing it to concentrate weapons to make up for the lack of heavy hitting ability.

These ships are assigned to border outposts and core worlds, responding to any enemy incursion in order to halt an adversary’s advance until the larger, slower, and more powerful Heavy Warbirds can arrive.  In a fleet environment Swift Warbirds are used to drive enemy units into the arcs of the more powerful Romulan Warbird classes and to harass enemy flanks.

D’Generex are named after the Romulan admiral who was instrumental in the early successes and planning of the Earth-Romulan War.  Unfortunately for the Romulan war effort Admiral Generex was killed in a daring raid during the first year of the war.
D’Vaden class Pacification Cruiser

Pacification cruisers are one of the most feared ship classes in the Romulan Star Navy.  Not for their overt combat abilities, but for their designed purpose.  These ships move into a star system that the Romulans have decided to conquer.  Then they obliterate fixed installations and level any major resistance on a world before deploying troops.

Of these ships, the D’Vaden is perhaps the most effective.  Carrying a massive number of heavy disruptors backed up by plasma torpedoes, these ship are capable of quelling any resistance a planet might provide.  They carry more troops than the smaller Pacification cruisers in addition to the assault shuttles necessary to deploy them all simultaneously to the surface of a world hiding behind transport inhibitors.

For all their power, the D’Vaden has its weaknesses.  While exceptionally heavily armed, their weapons are locked into very narrow arcs and the ships are designed for offensive firepower and survivability.  As such, they forfeit maneuverability and speed.  Despite these set backs several of these ships were used by more audacious Romulan fleet commanders during the Dominion War.  Backed up by Veles Torpedo Frigates and screened by Shrikes and Arius Birds of Prey they were devastating to Jem’Hadar Battlecruisers and Cardassian heavy warships.
Vadan was the first general to command the newly created Romulan Imperial Shrikes.  It was she that defeated the hardened warriors during the conquest of Gorwah, fighting against the massive Gorn-like reptiles eventually crushing their heaviest fortifications.
Llaekh-ae’rl class Starbird

These ships became the most common of the larger Romulan scouts shortly after their introduction.  Llaekh-ae’rl have much larger research and lab facilities than any other Romulan ship of this size and these are put to good use scanning the Romulan’s coreward frontier for new minerals, information and new servitor races.

While not as powerful as the D’Deridex class scouts they are much cheaper to build and deploy, and so exist in far greater numbers.  And though their primary mission is scouting and scientific research, such activities are often very hazardous.  As such these ships are well armed and have served well in ELINT support roles when a larger D’Deridex scout is unavailable or unnecessary.  The Llaekh-ae’rl proved its worth many times during the Dominion War by providing ELINT support to attack groups of Romulan Starbirds and Birds of Prey on fast attack or search and destroy missions. 

Llaihr’dhael class Bird of Prey

This was a ship designed in competition with the Arius.  While more powerful, the Llaihr’dhael is more expensive to build, operate and maintain.  Still the Star Navy saw the value of these small killers.  Llaihr’dhael are used as small hit and fade vessels when larger ships, such as the V’Terex, are not needed.  They also coordinate wings of Romulan small craft in battle and are prized commands.

Only a few of these ships were assigned to the Dominion War, most taking up position only the border of the Klingon Empire to watch for possible incursion.  Those few that did take part in the war had an astounding war record.  In fact, per capita, fewer Llaihr’dhael were lost than any other class of Romulan vessel that took part in the war.

T’Varo class Starbird
These ships were designed and built off of the hull of the Arius class Bird of Prey in much the same fashion as the Cardassian Keldon to the Galor.  Romulan designers moved the warp nacelles to the wingtips and mounted additional systems and weapons in what had been the nacelle housings on the Arius.  The end result is a capable light cruiser easily a match in a one on one contest with a K’Vort.

These ships are often seen screening Romulan fleets with their smaller brothers or leading attack groups of Arius, Shrike, and Veles class ships.  While supplanted by more powerful ships during the period before the Dominion War, these ships were still highly prized commands and many fell into Senatorial fleets or battle groups stationed away from hostile borders where they would see long and successful careers.

The T’Varo class is named for the Romulan scientist that invented the first Romulan plasma bolt.  While the weapon and the technology have changed much since this original weapon, used heavily during the Earth-Romulan War, the basic principles are still applied in Plasma Torpedoes.  For her design and the power it gave Romulan warships, past, present, and future, T’Varo’s family was elevated to the nobility and holds a seat on the Imperial Senate.

Vahhrer class Starbird

Vahhrer were designed and built as a replacement for the T’Varo.  While capable in many ways, the T’Varo was falling behind vessels of similar classes in the navies of the Romulan’s adversaries.  Since these ships were already expanded to their limits it was decided to start with a fresh design, one that would exceed the T’Varo and allow for future upgrades.  Thus was the Vahhrer born.

Mounting more firepower and better shielding than her predecessor, these new ships exceeded Romulan expectations.  They proved crushing to Klingon K’Vort and B’Rel class Birds of Prey and were more than a match for the replacement designs the Klingons had on the drawing board (thanks to the Tal’Shiar).

While their numbers were still more limited than the Romulans would have liked when they joined the Dominion War, these ships served with great distinction, out flying and out performing anything of similar size the Cardassians could put on the battlefield and meeting or besting ships of similar size used by the Jem’Hadar.

Vahhrer should have had long and prosperous futures with the Romulan fleet, but following the Dominion War and the Shinzon Incident the Romulans opted for newer, even more powerful units.  As such Vahhrer are never a common sight.

Vereleus class Battlebird

Designed and built in response to intelligence provided by the Tal’Shiar on the Federation Sovereign and Klingon Negh’var classes of dreadnought, the Vereleus possesses colossal firepower.  Based off several battleships that were never put into series production, the Vereleus was the master of the battlefield until the Jem’Hadar built their battleships.
These were also the first ships to mount the deadly Singularity Torpedo, as no other ship up to that point had the space to fit such a massive weapon.  These destructive torpedoes are backed up by an impressive array of mega and heavy disruptors, plasma torpedoes and powerful, overlapping shield generators.  Their only real weakness is a lack of maneuverability and a balanced armament.

Two of these behemoths took part in the Dominion War.  Both scored massive successes, tearing through Jem’Hadar battlecruisers, Cardassian Keldon and Breen Ghor Taan.  However, both of these ships were lost in the final days of the war.  The Vereleus was destroyed in a confrontation with a Breen Voh Lanthe and her escorts on a mission to create holes in the defenses of the Chin’toka system in preparation for the final invasion (a mission she completed successfully).  The Ko’nar, flagship of the Romulan fleet, was destroyed in the battle to retake Chin’toka a few days later; a death that required the sacrifice of several Jem’Hadar and Breen battlecruisers.  These “failures” forced the Romulans to abandon construction of new Vereleus Battlebirds; however an additional 5 ships had been laid down before and during the war and were completed before the project was finally cancelled.
These giant ships are named in honor of the commander who blunted the Klingon advance at Klach D'Kel Brakt.  Using the powerful Z-1 Nova class battleships, Vereleus managed to damage or destroy more than two-thirds of the Klingon’s heavy units.  He died when his heavily damaged ship rammed the Klingon L-24 flagship.  The damage inflicted on the Klingons was enough to cause them to pause and gave the Romulans the time they needed to reinforce their borders.
V’Terex class Incursion Cruiser

If pacification cruisers are the most feared invasion tool of the Star Empire, incursion cruisers are the most feared intelligence gathering and hit and fade vessels.  Fitted with more powerful cloaks (when determining the detection factor for discovering cloaked incursion ships divide sensor value by 2 and round up), these ships cross the borders of an adversarial nation to gather intelligence and destroy high-value units.  To that end these ships are fitted with powerful weapons arrays and excellent shield generations coverage.

V’Terex are not the most numerous of incursion vessels, but for well over a decade, they were the most powerful and successful of these designs.  As such, nearly all are under the command of the Tal’Shiar and oftentimes have Expert Intelligence Officers aboard and an Expert Anticipator in command, as well as, a higher percentage of Elite Crews than many other vessel classes in the Romulan Navy.

During the Dominion War these ships greatly proved their worth, moving behind enemy lines to destroy Jem’Hadar breeding facilities and fixed installations.  These missions were aided by their powerful weapons, advanced cloaks and well trained crews.  While a sizeable percentage of the ships so used were lost during their missions, the damage they inflicted on Dominion infrastructure made life a great deal easier for other Alliance ships and crews.
V’Terex are named in remembrance of the Tal’Shiar agent who’s infiltration work of the Klingon Empire shortly after first contact resulted in all initial forays by the Klingons into Romulan space being repelled.  The V’Terex name is still respected and feared with Varel V’Terex serving as a Romulan Senator and General in the Tal’Shiar.
